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[ITs to study plan to collect
operational cost from students

Prakash Kumar

NEW DELHI: The Indian Insti-
tutes of Technology (II'Ts) will
examine how the Human Re-
source Development (HRD)
Ministry’s proposal to collect
operational cost from students
through tuition fee could be
implemented with introduc-
tion of an easy loan for “needy
students”.

For this, a committee of IIT
directors was set up ata meet-
ing of the council of the pre-
mier technical institutes held
at IIT-Bombay on Tuesday.
HRD Minister Smriti Irani
presided the meeting.

“The committee of (IIT) di-
rectors would examine ways
to enhance loans to students,
and maintain and enhance
scholarships to needy stu-
dents, especially those from
the SC/ST/economically weak-
er sections,” a Ministry official

said. The Council also pro-
posed providing “freeships” to
differently-abled students on
implementation HRD Min-
istry’s proposal.

The Council of the National
Institutes of Technology
(NITs) at its meeting recently
decided to recover operational
cost of education from the stu-
dents through the tuition fee,
accepting a new mechanism
for central funding proposed
by the HRD Ministry.

As the implementation of
the Ministry’s proposal will re-
sult in hike of the tuition fee
of the NITs from the current
Rs 90,000, the Ministry as-
sured that a scheme for pro-
viding 100 per cent loan with
zero percent rate of interest
would be introduced for the
students to help them meet
the increased cost of educa-
tion.

Under the new funding
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mechanism adopted by the
NIT council, the Centre will
provide funds for expenditure
onresearch, capital assets like
laboratory and equipments as
well as infrastructure develop-
ment while the NITs will have
to manage their “running ex-
penditure” on their own col-
lecting the cost from students.

The IIT council also dis-
cussed the demands of some
of the 15 premier technical in-
stitutes to review the format
of the entrance examination
conducted in two parts-JEE-
Main and JEE-Advance.

“It wasdecided that the sys-
tem would be examined in
depth by a group of eminent
persons to determine whether
it needed modification. Their
recommendations would be
provided by the first week of
November 2015,” a Ministry
official said.

DH News Service
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Raising fees is not an option for lITs

Committee of three directors to be set up for recommendation on restructuring govt funding

AMITA SHARMA
New Delhi

THE II'T Council that met
on Tuesday was expected
to discuss fee hike so that
the strain on the govern-
ment in mobilising finan-
cial resources needed to
run the II'Ts — now in-
creasing in numbers and
burgeoning in size and
scope of activities, is some-
what eased. This was, how-
ever, left undecided. In-
stead, it was decided to set
up a committee of three di-
rectors to recommend re-
structuring  government
funding of 1I'Ts.
Restructuring funding
was part of the recommen-
dations of the Kakodkar
Committee made in April
2011. The committee was
set up by the ministry of
human resource develop-
ment (MHRD) to suggest
reforms for making the
[ITs world class. The
Kakodkar committee rec-
ommended that the entire
capital expenses and ex-
pansion budget come from
MHRD. This included pro-
viding each 11T Rs 15 lakh
per additional student as
one-time capital expense
and Rs 1.5 lakh per stu-
dent as capital grant every
vear. Since the older II'Ts
have worn out infrastruc-
ture, it also suggested a
one-time regeneration ca-
pital grant of Rs 5 lakh per
existing student,
Similarly, it suggested
that the new II'Ts be given
Rs 10 crore per year for
five years to build an en-
dowment. However, oper-
ational expenses were to
be met by the [ITs from
their own resources, prin-
cipally by increasing tu-
ition fees. To be able to pay

Final result

by MHRD

Kakodkar Committee

m Restructuring funding was part of the recommen-
dations of the Kakodkar Committee made in April 2011

m To be able to pay higher fees, a student-loan scheme
by the government was also recommended by the

m Already, many students find the expenses at IITs high.
Fee hike may deny good, but poor students the
opportunity of studying in the IITs

higher fees, a student-loan
scheme by the govern-
ment was also recom-
mended.

Before taking a view on
fee hike, the government
must consider the possible
debilitating consequences
of student loans. Accord-
ing to the Federal Reserve
Bank of New York's Quar-
terly Report on Household
Debt and Credit, total stu-
dent loan debt, across all
age groups, stood at nearly
S1 trillion ($956 billion) in
the fall of 2012, having
more than tripled in the
last 9 years. Student loan
debt is the largest form of
consumer debt outside of
mortgages. Career choices
should not be compelled by
debt burdens. IIT tuition
fees were last hiked from
Rs 50,000 a year to Rs
90,000 a year in 2013. Al-

ready, many students find
the expenses at II'Ts high.
Fee hike may deny good,
but poor students the op-
portunity of studying in the
5.

No major research uni-
versity in the world has
risen based on student
fees. At MIT, a private uni-
versity, the total income
(2013) was $3.2 billion, of
which, government funds
amounted to 49 per cent,
industry funds were only 3
per cent and tuition fees
accounted for 10 per cent
(S$41.000). At the Universi-
ty of California, Berkeley,
which is a public universi-
ty, of the total income of
$2.3 billion (2012), gov-
ernment funds amounted
to 41 per cent, industry
funds 7 per cent and tu-
ition fees 22 per cent
($13,000). At the National
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University of Singapore,
which is also a public insti-
tute, the total income
(2013) was $2.2 billion, of
which government funds
were 64 per cent, industry
funds 3 per cent and tu-
ition fees 15 per cent (S$
7,500). At all these top uni-
versities, only 10 per cent
to 20 per cent of the rev-
enue comes from fees.

Tuition fees alone can-
not fund all operational
costs. Fee exemptions to
45 per cent IIT students
halve the collection per
student. This  waived
amount is not reimbursed.
A lump sum non-plan
grant takes care of salaries
and maintenance. Expect-
ing a public institute to
fund its operational costs
from fees will make
salaries for the faculty un-
certain and quite akin to
some state government
colleges.

At least 64,000 stu-
dents are pursuing educa-
tion at the II'ls, which to-
gether admit some 8,500
undergraduates every year.
Even now, the IITs are
struggling with problems of
infrastructure deficiencies
like buildings and class-
room and faculty shortage.
A parliamentary panel on
human resource develop-
ment recently underlined
the persistent  faculty
shortage across the I1Ts.

The new committee set
up to examine fund re-
structuring for the ITs
needs to carefully consider
that it is not wedged into
restructuring funds in a
way that divests the gov-
ernment’s financial re-
sponsibility toward the I1'Ts
and transfers it to the stu-
dents, as private institutes
do, thereby hiving off the
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II'Ts into a niche economic
class. Since the govern-
ment has drastically cut
plan funds to the 11'Ts and
even the non-plan funds
that cater to essentials like
salaries and operational
bills have been squeezed
since the last financial
vear almost by nearly Rs
80-90 crore for some of the
older II'Ts, will the govern-
ment find cash to run a
loan fund corpus or reim-
burse operational deficits
or augment capital and ex-
pansion commitments?

The committee should
take note that more than a
vear ago, the previous gov-
ernment had approved the
block grant scheme recom-
mended by the Kakodkar
committee. This was in-
tended to convert non-
plan budget into a block
grant to ring fence the IITs
expenses on salaries and
maintenance on the basis
of a per capita per student
operational cost indexed to
inflation.

Despite the cabinet ap-
proval under the previous
regime, the finance min-
istry did not rustle up the
funds and the block grant
meant to liberate the IITs
from budget eccentricities
was ‘blocked’. By this
precedence, restructuring
may be a euphemism for
cutting funds. The II'Ts
may end up losing bare
bones money for salaries,
scholarships, and opera-
tions as well as not enter
the promised land of plen-
ty, with buildings, equip-
ment and growth. More
government support to
II'Ts, not less is the need of
the hour.

amitasharma
@mydigitalfc.com
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IIT Council defers decision on fee hike, financial autonomy

One exam for lIT NIT &
all engineering colleges

AMITA SHARMA
New Delhi

THE HIT Council in its
meeting on Tuesday held
in 1I'T Bombay decided to
introduce a national test
for admission into engi-
neering institutes. Union
minister for human re-
source development and
chairperson 1I'T Council
Smriti Zubin  Irani  ex-
pressed concern over ex-
tensive coaching classes
that prepare students to
compete in entrance ex-
ams for premium engi-
neering institutes like 117s
and NI'ls.

A committee has been
set up comprising 1T
Roorkee chairperson
Ashok Misra, 1I'T Kharag-
pur chairperson Pawan
Goenka and II'' Gandhi-
nagar chairperson Baldev
Raj to come up with a
working proposal by Octo-
ber-end to institute one
national entrance exam
for engineering institutes
pan-India.

The meeting also decid-
ed against effecting a
much-anticipated hike in
tuition fees for 1T stu-
dents as it was felt that
such a move would impose
a burden on meritorious
but financially stressed
students.  Instead  the
Council decided to set up a
second committee to sug-
gest restructuring of funds
flow to the II'Ts and give
them autonomy to raise
their own resources.

At present, there is a
two-step joint entrance ex-
JEE) for and

NIT is derived from the

I'he qualifving list of

L)
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Testing times

can take the JEE advanced

JEE (main), while those
selected for the II'ls have
to clear JEE (advanced).

Only students qualifving in
E. (main) can take
E advanced.

Over 1.3 million stu-
dents took the JEE (main)
exam in 2015, of whom
the top 150,000 went on to
take the JE wdvance) ex
am for admission into 1T
and the Indian School of
Mines, Dhanbad (ISM
Dhanbad). The NI'ls ab-
sorb about 30,000 students
and II'ls about 9,000.

The JEE scores are also

m Council comprises IIT Roorkee chairperson Ashok
Misra, IIT Kharagpur chairperson Pawan Goenka and
IIT Gandhinagar chairperson Baldev Raj

m They have been given time till October-end to come
up with a working proposal to institute one national
entrance exam for engineering institutes pan-India

m At present, there is a two-step joint entrance exam
(JEE) for 1ITs and NITs. The qualifying list of NIT is
derived from the JEE (main)

m While those selected for the IITs have to clear JEE
(advanced). Only students qualifying in the JEE (main)

a gateway for admissions
into 350 state engineering
colleges, Indian Institutes
of Information Technology
(HIT5), Dhirubhai Ambani
Institute of Information
and Communication Tech-
nology and 40 other engi-
neering colleges across the
country. Highly competi-
tive, as the JE . the aspi-
ration to qualify in it has
led students to coaching
classes. With a view to
contain coaching classes
and to compel students to
pay more attention to their
school studies, the JEE

policy in 2012 gave weigh-
tage to the twelfth board
exam scores. This, howev-
er, had no impact on the
scale of coaching.

While a well-designed
national test may save stu-
dents money and trouble,
it is not clear how this
would stop coaching class-
es. It is also not very clear
whether the national test
is for the centrally funded
institutes or for all engi-
neering colleges across the
country, as the states have
the freedom to de
own entrance policies
though not part of the II'T
Council agenda, there is
clearly an urgency to intro-
duce it. Under the II'T Act,
1961, the II'ls enjoy aca-
demic autonomy and have
the right o decide their
examination system. The
senates in the I1Ts are vest-
ed legally with the powers
to discuss academic issues
and matters of common
interest like entrance ex-
ams are decided through

joint committees that the
Il

set up among them-
ves.

Since 2012, the en-
trance xam issue  has
been discussed in the IIT
council. Several IIT sen-
ates had resisted the pro-
posal of a single exam and
the HIT council had to
modify its original proposal
of a ‘one-nation one-test’
for joint exam for II'ls and
NI'Ts. It is to be seen how
the statutorily established
decentralised  academic
autonomy of the II'ls will
respond to this decision.
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Funds for II'Ts dry up as govt
focuses on new institutes
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Another crucial concern
discussed in the 11T coun-
cil meeting was fund con-
straints. Even while the
government has increased
the number of Its and has
committed itself to an 1I'T
in each state, plan funds
for the old and existing
new IITs, this fiscal, have
declined from Rs 2,500
crore to Rs 1,835 crore.
Tuesday's meeting de-
cided to set up a commit-
tee comprising director
II'T  Bombay Devang
Khakhar, director 1IT
Madras Bhaskar Rama-
murthy, and director 1I'T

Kharagpur Partha
Chakravarthy to suggest a
restructuring of funds re-
leased to the II'Ts.

The recommendations
of the Kakodkar commit-
tee set up by the ministry
of human resource devel-
opment in its report in
2011, had made several
suggestions on restructur-
ing financial support that
the II'Ts receive from the
ministry.

This included doing
away with the plan/non-
plan difference, increase
budget support for capital
and expansion expenses
and let the II'Ts meet their
operation expenses from
their own resources,

mainly by raising the fees.
Although the fee hike
issue was discussed it was
felt that this might impos
a burden on the not so
well off students.

Director 11T Kharagpur
Partha Pratim Chakrava-
rthy told Financial Chron-
icle, “Fee increase without
due  consideration and
deep thought would ad-
versely impact the socially,
academically and eco-
nomically weak students
and would devastate the
hard work that these stu-
dents put in to get into

Once these students
qualify in the II'ls on
merit, the present finan-

cial model of II'Ts i

the best quality education
in the country. This model
should not be distorted by
a fee hike.”

The council felt that
before considering the
need for a fee hike, an ex-
ercise would be taken for
restructuring the way
funds are released to the

The last fee hike was in
2013 by 80 per cent, rais-
ing the tuition fee for un-
dergraduate course to Rs
90,000 per annum.

amitasharma
@mydigitalfc.com

such
that it takes care of their
needs and ensures them
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II'Ts waive fee for physically challenged

Akshaya Mukul &
VinamrataBorwankar | TnN

Mumbai/New Delhi: The
Indian Institute of Technolo-
gy (IIT) councilhasdecided to
waive fees for physically chal-
lenged students. The council,
headed by HRD minister
Smriti Irani, also decided not
to take any “knee-jerk” deci-
sion on afeehike.

The council, the highest
government-nominated body
of the 16 II'Ts, met on Tuesday.
A committee has been set up
to suggest a solution for the
proposal to hike the IIT fees
of Rs 90,000 per year to Rs 2.5
lakh. A source said, “The
minister insisted that the in-
terests of socially and eco-

Amar Ujala ND 07/10/2015
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The IIT council, headed by HRD
minister Smriti Irani, also decided
not to take any ‘knee-jerk’ decision
on a fee hike. A source said she in-
sisted that the interests of socially
and economically weaker sections
should be protected at all costs

nomically weaker sections
should be protected at all
costs. She said a fee hike is a
sensitive issue and cannot be
rushed into. ITTs will look in-
tothe fee hikeissueagain.”
The IIT joint admission
board’s (JAB) proposal to in-
crease the quota of students
appearing for JEE (Ad-
vanced)from1.5lakhto2lakh

too hasreceived the council’s
consent.

The JAB had proposed to
increase the seats at a meet-
ing at II'T-Guwahati in the
last week of September.
The change was proposed as
there were almost 200 vacant
seats at the IITs this year
and more IITs will be taking
students from the IIT-JEE (A)

exam from 2016.

The council has also ap-
proved a new plan, PAL,
under which weaker stu-
dentswill bementoredsothat
they can adjust into the IIT
system easily.

“We do not want a repeti-
tion of what happened at I1'T-
Roorkee,” said the source. A
student from the institute
had fled from the hostel leav-
ing behind a ‘suicide’ note on
September6. The student had
returned to his Delhi resi-
dence afew dayslater.

It has also decided to set
up a committee to look into
admissions for foreign stu-
dentsin IITs. “It has been left
to the IITs to formulate the
strategy,” the sourcesaid.
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Indian Scientists Developing Sanitary Napkins From Jute

http://www.ndtv.com/india-news/indian-scientists-developing-sanitary-napkins-from-jute-1228255

Kolkata: The National Jute Board (NJB) in collaboration with the Indian Institute of Technology - Kharagpur is developing
jute-based sanitary pads which could help prevent cervical cancer.

"We are carrying out trials and now we are trying to scale up production after initial production and encouraging
feedback," NJB secretary Arvind Kumar M told IANS today.

IIT - Kharagpur scientist B Adhikary is leading the technological innovation in the project funded by the NJB.

Since menstrual hygiene plays a role in development of cervical cancer, researchers believe it will be beneficial to
women's personal hygiene. Also, the new line of products could revive the dying jute industry.

The product is fabricated from cellulose extracted from jute and its qualities are enhanced with addition of a super-
absorbent polymer.

Normally, the sanitary napkins are made of imported cotton or wood cellulose.


http://www.ndtv.com/india-news/indian-scientists-developing-sanitary-napkins-from-jute-1228255
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